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STOP PRESS!
The date for our July meeting has been brought forward one week to Tuesday 22nd July. The programmed speaker has had to drop out.  Her replacement is  John Caldecott, who will be speaking on The Foundling Hospital.

Departures
Olive Williams
Olive has decided to resign from the Society’s Committee after many years as Social Secretary, during which she has organised a fascinating series of Annual Visits and our Annual Dinner. Olive’s swansongs will be the Annual Dinner on Friday May 16th at The Holt, and our visit to Bletchley Park on Saturday 16th August.
We are now looking for a new Social Secretary.
Kevin Mannifield
Kevin Mannifield is having to resign from the Committee on health grounds. We are grateful for his help as Vice-Chairman, and we are now looking for a replacement as Vice-Chairman, and for someone to run our oral recording programme, which Kevin had hoped to pick up.
AGM, 24th June
As noted above, there are vacancies for Social Secretary and Vice-Chairman. 
In addition we are looking for an Archivist to organise our archives in Exeter Hall and oversee the creation of a web-site through which they can be accessed.
We are also looking for someone to re-start our oral recording programme, brought to a halt by Covid.
If you are interested in one of these roles, please contact a member of the Committee.
We have had a full programme of Talks which have been recorded by Peter Dewey
28th January
‘Always Ready: The History of Fires and Firefighting in Oxford City’
By John Lowe
John, who served in the Oxford Fire Service for over 30 years, gave a fascinating talk on the history of the Oxford fire services. Until modern times, the wooden houses of the city were particularly prone to fire. The earliest record of a major fire in Oxford was when it was burnt by the Danes in A.D. 979.  The need to guard against fire led to the Normans instituting the curfew [‘couvre-feu’], when the inhabitants covered their fires with a metal lid. Early firefighting was very sketchy, with citizens providing water in buckets, and using long poles with hooks to pull down burning thatch. Oxford burned down twice during the wars of Stephen and Matilda. The worst fire was in 1644, when 330 houses were destroyed. In the late seventeenth century, insurance companies provided their own firefighting service, but only to those houses which they had insured, which were identified by a metal ‘firemark’, some examples of which John showed to us. Some of the Oxford colleges, and Blenheim Palace, had their own fire services. A continuing problem in Oxford was the lack of a reliable water supply, which was much improved when the city developed its own water supply, piped from Hinksey Hill, terminating in a central conduit at Carfax (since removed to Nuneham Courtenay). While the fire services now had the benefit of horse-drawn wheeled carts with a manually-operated pumping mechanism, the water supply was always a problem. Another problem was the lack of reliable ladders; in 1870 a serious fire at an Oxford tobacconists led to the deaths of two ladies, due to inadequate ladders, and a public outcry led to the formation of the first city-wide service, the Oxford Volunteer Fire Service.  The efficiency of the service was much improved when it took delivery in 1879 of its first steam-powered pump; still drawn by horses. The apparatus was housed in the new HQ at George Street (now The Old Fire Station), although lack of space meant the horses had to be accommodated at the Clarendon Hotel in Cornmarket, which must have slowed response times somewhat. The horses were replaced by motor engines after the First World War. By the time of the Second World War, all major fire services had been made professional, and the service was augmented during the war by the Auxiliary Fire Service and the use of women. In 1971 the George Street premises closed, and the serviced relocated to Rewley Road.
Finally, John provided a variegated list of all the present jobs which the service is called upon to provide, from mopping up spilled fuel on roads, to emptying swimming pools, and rescuing animals (including a donkey from a bathroom).


25th February
‘While Memory Lasts – Grandfather’s Wars’
By Richard Hancock
Richard’s talk was about the experiences of his grandfather Malcolm Ernest Hancock (1897-1989). Unlike the majority of ex-soldiers, who seldom commit their memories to print, Malcolm Hancock left a considerable amount of written reminiscence, along with a lengthy interview recorded at the Imperial War Museum. These sources, plus family photos and Richard’s own researches, made for a fascinating evening.
 After education at Wellingborough School, the young Malcolm joined up in 1915, being commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Northamptonshire Regiment. He was then sent to the Dardanelles as part of the ill-fated Gallipoli campaign. Malcolm’s platoon made its way inland, but was pinned down by sniper fire. Malcolm’s companion was shot in both legs. Malcolm carried him back to safety, and saved his life, aware that he could have been picked off himself by sniper fire; he was convinced that the Turks held their fire to allow him to escape, and he formed a high regard for the Turkish soldiers as a result. After this incident, Malcolm and his unit took over a hill in the ANZAC zone, which involved close combat with the enemy. throwing hand grenades at short range. He was then wounded by a bullet in the leg, and spent three months in hospital. 
He ended his war service as a Captain, having been mentioned in despatches, and was decorated with the Military Cross
When the war ended, he became a Jockey Club Judge (the ones who decided which horse won, in the days before photo-finishes), in due course becoming a senior JC Judge.
In the next war, he joined up again (although aged 43), and was commissioned into the Coldstream Guards. His first job was to protect the Royal Family, in the early part of the war, when there was a real fear of German invasion, and the Royal Family was being moved around to various ‘safe houses’ (e.g., country houses such as Madresfield Court). He mixed a lot with the family, and was impressed by the King’s prowess at the shooting parties which Malcolm organised.
Next Malcolm joined the Auxiliary Units, as Deputy Director. These units (the ‘stay-behinds’) were designed to go into deep cover (literally – underground) in the event of an invasion, being placed in concealed dugouts in the countryside, from whence they would emerge and harass the invading enemy. Since this was late 1943, the threat of invasion was no longer real, but they were still in being, and were only stood down in 1944.
His last war job was in Berlin in 1945, where he was Welfare Officer, and acquired a rather handsome document box from Hitler’s Chancellery, marked ‘Kanzlei des Fuhrers’.
Finishing the war as a Lieutenant-Colonel, Malcolm went back to Jockey Club judging, and became President of the Gallipoli Association.
March 25th
‘Over the Hills to Glory – the story of the Ascott Martyrs’  
By Carol Anderson 
Carol is the chair of the Ascott Martyrs Educational Trust.
The ‘Ascott Martyrs’ affair took place at Ascott-Under-Wychwood in 1873. Ascott is a rather remote village, in the Evenlode valley, and there were few jobs to be had apart from agricultural labour. Agricultural wages were very low - 10 shillings (=50p) a week for a full time man.
The times were not good for farming. Bad weather and competition from north American imported wheat was putting downward pressure on wheat prices. Farmers responded by lowering wages. In 1872, in response to the employers’ policy, a National Union of Agricultural Workers had been formed by the farm labourer (and Methodist preacher) Joseph Arch.
 In 1873 the workforce at Crown Farm in Ascott, who were all members of the N.U.A.W went on strike, demanding a rise of 2 shillings a week. This was declined by the farmer, Mr. Hambidge, who responded by bringing in outside labour. Two of these labourers, both young men, were at work in Mr. Hambridge’s fields when they were accosted by 16 of the village women. A ruckus ensued, and threats were made. The lads were escorted back to the farmhouse under police protection, and Mr. Hambidge went to the local J.P.s, who were both clergymen, to initiate a private prosecution of the women under the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1871, which criminalised certain picketing actions during strikes, such as threats, violence or intimidation. Although the J.P.s tried to get Mr. Hambidge to withdraw the case, it was proceeded with, and the women were found guilty of intimidation and molestation, being sentenced to either 7 days or 10 days in prison, all with hard labour.
The sentence provoked considerable unrest; the police station at Chipping Norton was surrounded by an angry mob, and the women had to be transported clandestinely at night by wagon to Oxford prison; two of them were nursing babies.
Outrage was immediately expressed in the Press: the London Times ran the story under the headline: ‘IMPOSSIBLE!’, and the affair was raised in the House of Commons. 
Much criticism was made of the appointment of clergymen as J.P.s, but the magistrates in this case were constrained by the controversial Criminal Law Amendment Act, which would be repealed by Disraeli’s government in 1875.
The women’s action helped to make the strike a success: wages in Ascott were raised by the 2 shillings the Union had demanded. The publicity also helped union membership, which rose sharply after the strike. 
In Ascott, the event is commemorated by the provision of seats under the enormous chestnut tree on the village green; the last member of the jailed women to pass away, Fanny Honeybone, survived until 1939, and was always proud of what the women had achieved.                                         



